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Secure English tests 
 
DISCLAIMER 
Providing immigration advice or services is regulated by the Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner (OISC) and it is a criminal offence for unauthorised advisers to 
provide such advice.  At Itchen College we are unable to provide immigration advice specific to an individual’s specific circumstances in connection to an immigration situation 
matter.   We are able to provide general information and referrals to useful websites.  Please note that General information given for students who will require visas to study 
in the UK is made in good faith and in line with the Immigration Rules applicable at the date of issue.  Itchen College accepts no liability for subsequent changes made by the 
Home Office with regard to UK visas.  
 

 
If you have decided to study with us for longer than 6 months you will require a Student Route Visa.  To obtain this type of visa it is necessary to take a Secure 
English Test (commonly known as a SELT).  This fact sheet is to ensure you pick the correct test if it is required.  You can get full details regarding Student Route 
visas here.   
 

 
Our acceptable English level for long-term programmes is CEFR B1 or above.  You must achieve this in each element of the test (reading; writing; speaking; 
listening).  The minimum grade for each test type is included in the table of information on page 2. 
 

 
If you choose a test that is not labelled UKVI or SELT it will not meet Home Office requirements under the secure English language testing arrangements and will 
not be acceptable.  You must include your SELT unique reference on your application or it may be refused. 
 

 
As per the Immigration Rules Appendix English Language, the only exceptions to this requirement are for nationals of majority English-speaking countries (EL4.1) 
and for those who have already shown they met the requirement, at the level required for their current application, in a previous successful application for 
entry clearance or permission to stay. (EL3.1) 

 

https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Visas-and-Immigration/Student-route-eligibility-and-requirements#layer-3004
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-english-language
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PROVIDER ACCEPTABLE 
TESTS FOR UK 

VISAS 

SELT UNIQUE 
REFERENCE 

NUMBER 

COMMENTS MINIMUM SCORE REQUIRED 

Pearson PTE Academic 
UKVI 

SELT URN Apply here and select PTE 
Academic UKVI 
 

CEFR B1 which is 43 or higher in all 
four sections of the test. 

PSI Services 
(UK) Ltd 

Skills for English 
UKVI 

URN for PSI 
Skills for 
English 

Apply here and ensure you pick 
the option testing speaking; 
listening; reading and writing at 
Level B1 
 

CEFR B1 or higher in all four sections of 
the test 

IELTS SELT 
Consortium 

IELTS for UKVI 
General Training 
 
IELTS for UKVI 
Academic 

UKVI Number Apply here and we recommend 
you opt for IELTS for UKVI 
General Training which is more 
appropriate for those below 
degree level 
 

CEFR B1 or higher in all four section of 
the test with a minimum Overall Band 
Score of 5.0 

LanguageCert Language Cert 
International 
ESOL SELT B1 
 
Language Cert 
Academic SELT B1 

Candidate 
URN 

Apply here and we recommend 
you opt for Language Cert 
International ESOL SELT 

CEFR B1 or higher in all four sections of 
the test.  Language Cert International 
ESOL SELT that is 33/50 on each 
section.  Academic SELT B1 that is a 
minimum of 40 in each section.  

 

https://www.pearsonpte.com/selt-tests/pte-academic-ukvi
https://www.pearsonpte.com/selt-tests/pte-academic-ukvi
https://www.pearsonpte.com/
https://skillsforenglish.com/test/study/
https://skillsforenglish.com/test/study/
https://www.bookmyskillsforenglish.com/?utm_source=skillsforenglish.com&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=2023_website_conversions&utm_id=Student+visa+below+degree+level
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/uk/ukvi?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0MexBhD3ARIsAEI3WHLTEvKxLidM3hPRg7-y45orK8z4bfAkvk7Ghh0v6D-5CcQbVejnr-EaAopmEALw_wcB
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/uk/ukvi?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0MexBhD3ARIsAEI3WHLTEvKxLidM3hPRg7-y45orK8z4bfAkvk7Ghh0v6D-5CcQbVejnr-EaAopmEALw_wcB
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/uk/ukvi?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0MexBhD3ARIsAEI3WHLTEvKxLidM3hPRg7-y45orK8z4bfAkvk7Ghh0v6D-5CcQbVejnr-EaAopmEALw_wcB
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/uk/ukvi?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0MexBhD3ARIsAEI3WHLTEvKxLidM3hPRg7-y45orK8z4bfAkvk7Ghh0v6D-5CcQbVejnr-EaAopmEALw_wcB
https://ieltsregistration.britishcouncil.org/ukvi?country=gb&_gl=1*1r1p8v4*_ga*Nzg2MjUzMDAyLjE2OTYzMzg3NDM.*_ga_X5M3D7HLQQ*MTcxNDU3MDU1MS40MC4xLjE3MTQ1NzA3MTEuMzcuMC4w*_ga_B26B1ZHS11*MTcxNDU3MDU1MS4yNy4xLjE3MTQ1NzA3MTIuMzYuMC4w&_ga=2.197138223.1090041494.1714561397-786253002.1696338743&_gac=1.118929915.1714570712.Cj0KCQjw0MexBhD3ARIsAEI3WHLTEvKxLidM3hPRg7-y45orK8z4bfAkvk7Ghh0v6D-5CcQbVejnr-EaAopmEALw_wcB&_ijcid=1714570714347|3.798289805.1695810980311.-4f57dd42
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-esol-selt/b1-sl-2734
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-esol-selt/b1-sl-2734
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-esol-selt/b1-sl-2734
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-esol-selt/b1-sl-2734
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-academic/academic
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-academic/academic
https://www.languagecert.org/en/language-exams/english/languagecert-esol-selt/b1-sl-2734

